
What should we have done?

‘Once, I was traveling from London to Senegal 
and stopped over in Istanbul. I didn’t leave the 
airport as my next flight was going to depart in 
just a few hours. With nothing to do, I wandered 
the airport and attempted to familiarise myself 
with my new surroundings. 

After some time, I finally found a place to sit 
while I waited for my flight to be called. 

Suddenly, just a few feet away, a man collapsed 
on the floor. He writhed in pain, clutched his 
throat and screamed with what little breath he 
had left inside of him. 

You’d think that because of the amount of 
people at the airport, he would have been 
attended to immediately. No, that’s not even 
close to what happened.

We all watched on and did nothing. No one 
moved. No one spoke. No one helped. We just 
stared at him and watch him pass slowly from 
this life to the next.’



Why do you think we didn’t intervene?

Intervene: to become involved intentionally 
in a difficult situation in order to change it or 
improve it, or prevent it from getting worse



They picked Akanni up one morning

Beat him soft like clay

And stuffed him down the belly

Of a waiting jeep.

What business of mine is it

So long they don’t take the yam

From my savouring mouth?

They came one night

Booted the whole house awake

And dragged Danladi out,

Then off to a lengthy absence.

What business of mine is it

So long they don’t take the yam

From my savouring mouth?

Chinwe went to work one day
Only to find her job was gone:
No query, no warning, no probe -
Just one neat sack for a stainless 
record.

What business of mine is it
So long they don’t take the yam
From my savouring mouth?

And then one evening
As I sat down to eat my yam
A knock on the door froze my hungry 
hand.

The jeep was waiting on my 
bewildered lawn
Waiting, waiting in its usual silence.

Not My Business
1. What do you think 

this poem is about?
2. How is it connected 

to the story we read 
at the start?



What is the ‘bystander effect’?
The bystander effect occurs when the presence of 
others discourages an individual from intervening in 
an emergency situation, against a bully, or during an 
assault or other crime. The greater the number of 
bystanders, the less likely it is for any one of them to 
provide help to a person in distress.



Where do we see the bystander effect in 
our society?



Issues that impact our society

● Racial inequality
● Gender inequality 
● LGBTQ rights
● Economic inequality
● Climate change 
● Immigration barriers
● Healthcare availability

…the list goes on!



What’s happening in Iran?

Clip 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxZnOEEt0qw (watch to 2:44)
Clip 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA50EraqUzY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxZnOEEt0qw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA50EraqUzY


‘You should always speak out when you 
see injustice in the world.’ 

I agree / disagree with this statement 
because…



At LBTS…

We believe that we should all be advocates.

What is an advocate?

The definition of an advocate is someone who fights for something or 
someone, especially someone who fights for the rights of others.

“We live in London. We can’t do anything to help the women in Iran”.

To what extent is this true?

As a form, think of practical ways that we can show our support for 
various causes around the world. 


