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Preparing for my next steps



Where am I in my journey now?

● The last few weeks you’ve all 
been busy with assessments 
and mock exams. 

● These tests are part of the next 
steps in preparation for moving 
on at Post 16 study  and Post 18 
study. 

The following points are things to be 
aware of in preparation for your next 
steps in Y11 aand Y13…



Why are end of Year 10 & 12 assessments 
important?  

● They give you an idea of where 
you are at academically with your 
subjects

● They can help you to identify 
learning gaps to prepare for your 
final exams

● In Y10 and Y12, they can act as 
your predicted grades for sixth 
forms, colleges and university, 
which you start applying for from 
September / October in Y11 & 13.

This makes it doubly important to 
revise and do as well as you can in 
your mocks and assessments. 

Without the predicted entry grades, 
you won’t be able to apply for the 
courses, universities or 
apprenticeships you want.



Why do we need references for college or 
university?
As part of the process of applications to 
college or university each student has to 
submit a school reference. This is written 
by your teachers.

The reference will cover; 

Attendance, Punctuality, Attitude and 
Behaviour. It will also look at whether the 
course you have chosen is suitable.

The reference gives the school or college 
an idea of what you could be like as a 
student and some of your strengths and 
achievements.

Your reference for college or university 
is important. Making the effort now 
with he reference gives the school or 
college an idea of what you could be 
like as a student and some of your 
strengths and achievements.

Your reference for college or university 
is important. Making the effort now 
with 



How can I help myself to be better prepared?
Part of being better prepared for your next steps is focusing on giving yourself 
enough time to do proper research on;

● What sixth forms, colleges, universities and apprenticeships are available
● Finding out what entry grades are required for the the courses / jobs you 

want to do

If you are not sure what you want to do, using the following resources and 
talking to staff can help you decide and feel confident making these decisions.



Resources - Careers Sense - Find your potential 

A careers website for 11 - 18 year olds, which has a next steps questionnaire to 
help you think about a career path that might suit you. You can register with 
your personal or school email.

https://nationalschoolspartnership.com/app/uploads/2022/06/CS-RBS-Find-You
r-Potential-StudentHandout.pdf

There is also a handout / guide that you cna use to reflect on what you are 
looking for careers wise.

https://nationalschoolspartnership.com/app/uploads/2022/06/CS-RBS-Find-Your-Potential-StudentHandout.pdf
https://nationalschoolspartnership.com/app/uploads/2022/06/CS-RBS-Find-Your-Potential-StudentHandout.pdf


Find your potential questionnaire and 
handout



Resources… Start
Start - is a digital careers platform with information, advice and tools to help you explore and plan 
your future. It has information on further and higher education, job profiles, what’s happening in 
the labour market and worksheet to help you understand your strengths and skills. Register with 
your school email.

Start Profile - https://careers.startprofile.com/page/home-page



More Resources . . . 
Ucas - www.ucas.com - You can search for university & college courses, as well as 
apprenticeships and Traineeships

www.prospects.ac.uk - a website with detailed information and job profiles across a wide 
range of fields.

Year Group Google Classrooms - information on work experience, insight days, 
apprenticeships and online courses are put here on a regular basis

www.ratemyapprenticeships.com - Apprenticeship website with current vacancies.

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/ - career and course information, for Post 16s and 
post 18s.

http://www.ucas.com
http://www.prospects.ac.uk
http://www.ratemyapprenticeships.com
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/


Who can support me with exploring my next steps?

Ms McDowall - Head of Careers for Lilian Baylis (email to make an appointment) 
Room F10 angela.mcdowall@lilianbaylis.com 

Subject teachers - they can talk to you about what you can do with specific 
subjects

Parents and family - they can share some of their experiences of study and work 

Friends -  how are they making decisions?

Mentors - you may have an in school or external mentor. They can help you look 
at decision making around next steps 

mailto:angela.mcdowall@lilianbaylis.com

