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What is Remembrance Day? 
The Royal British Legion define service as:                                                                        
“The act of defending and protecting the nation’s 
democratic freedoms and way of life, is rarely without cost 
for those who serve. Physical, mental or emotional injury or 
trauma; the absence of time with family; or the pressures 
and dangers that come from serving, highlight why the 
Remembrance of service is so important.”

2022 marks a variety of anniversaries and events including 
the 40th anniversary of the Falklands Conflict and the 
78th anniversary of D-Day. Click on one of the links in 
the notes to find out more about either the Falklands 
or D-Day. 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/falklands


Why do we celebrate Remembrance Day?
Remembrance Day marks the very day that World War One ended in 1918. We hold a 
two-minute silence at 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month to remember those who have 
died in any conflict. It also gives those a chance to remember the price of war and a chance 
to honour and respect those who are no longer with us. There are ceremonies at war 
memorials, cenotaphs, churches, schools and other businesses across the country.

Why a two-minute silence?                                                                                         
The first two-minute silence was held in 1919 when King George requested it so “the 
thoughts of everyone may be concentrated on reverent remembrance of the glorious dead.”

Why do we wear poppies?                                                                                                 
Poppies were one of the first flowers to grow on the battlefields of World War One. The 
red symbolises the hope after the conflict. They have been used as a symbol since 1920 and 
any money donated goes to aid the veterans of the armed forces. Over 45 million poppies 
that are bought every year in the UK. 



Black Poppies 
Black poppies have 
come to symbolise the 
contribution of black 
service people during 
wars and conflicts. 

There is a large black 
community in Liverpool. 
Listen to how they are 
commemorating black 
service people. 

TPS: 

How can we 
celebrate all service 

people at LBTS? 

How can we spread 
awareness about the 
role of black service 
people outside of our 
school community?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nov4lOmay60


Walter Tull 
In his book “Black Poppies” Stephen Bourne has 
researched and pieced together the stories of 
many black servicemen. The most famous of these 
is a young man named Walter Tull. 

TPS: You may have studied Walter Tull in 
history. What can you remember or guess 

about his life? 

Use the images and quotes on the next few 
slides to help you. 





“Walter was rapidly promoted to corporal and then 
lance-sergeant. He completed his basic training in November 
1915 and the 1st Football battalion boarded on a ship at 
Folkstones and crossed the English channel to war torn 
France. 

At first, Walter faced weeks of inactivity and boredom. In 
a letter to his brother Edward, written in 1916, he 
described the weeks of waiting before being moved to the 
front as a monotonous life,’ saying ‘most boys prefer the 
excitement of the trenches.’ However in later letters , he 
talks about the carnage’ he witnessed on the front line in a 
war be had come to hate. 

It was a war in which Walter encountered men in search of 
glory being slaughtered in their thousands as the Kaiser’s 
army made advances. On a single day in 1916 around 19,000 
men who went into battle with him were killed.”

From Black Poppies by Stephen Bourne



“Walter was rapidly promoted to corporal and then 

Walter was born in Kent in 1888 to a Barbadian father and a white British 
mother. Walter tragically lost his parents at a young age, and was sent to an 
orphanage to be brought up in a strict religious household.

It was football that Walter thrived at. Walter had signed for Tottenham 
Hotspur, but his career was affected by racist abuse from supporters.  In 
1914 war broke out and Walter volunteered for the army in one of the 
divisions that was made up of footballers, known as the ‘football battalion.’

Walter fought alongside his comrades in the Football battalion, but this 
almost destroyed him. Half of the football battalion were killed in action, 
and, six months of this harrowing experience, had led to Walter being 
diagnosed with ‘shell shock.’ 

On March 25th 1918, during the Second Battle of the Some, Walter Tull was 
killed while crossing no-man’s-land. He was 29. His men tried to recover his 
body, running into no-man’s-land three times, but they were forced back by 
enemy fire, and his body was never recovered. Walter’s name is one of 
34,782 casualties from Britain, South Africa and New Zealand with no 
known grave which are on the Arras Memorial in northern France.

Thinking 
questions:

What can we 
learn about 

resilience from 
Walter Tull’s 

story?

Why is 
important to 
remember 

Walter Tull and 
his comrades?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH3-Gt7mgyM

