
Year 12/13 A-Level Psychology 
 
Why this subject is important 
 
Psychology is important in developing interpretation, analytical and evaluative skills. Psychology also explores aspects of human 
behaviour which is often neglected by other sciences such as mental health, influence of early experiences and development. Psychology 
is important as it applies well to aspects of students’ lives such as education, physical health as well as mental. 
 
What you will learn over the course of the 2 years this year 
 

 Unit name Knowledge 
 

Skills and understanding 
 

Attitudes and attributes 

Year 
12 

Introduct- 
ory topics 
in 
Psychology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social influence: Why people 
behave the way they do? 
Looking at conformity, 
obedience and minority 
influence. 
 
Students also explore the 
influence of childhood 
experiences on development at 
different stages; adolescence 
as well as adulthood. 
 
 
Human cognition: Students 
learn how memory is formed 
and factors which affect the 
accuracy and formation of 
memory. 
 
 
 
 

A01: Students will develop the 
ability to demonstrate their 
understanding on substantive 
knowledge within the discipline 
of psychology. This skill 
requires students to outline or 
describe a theory or a study in 
psychology. 
 
 
A02: Students will develop the 
ability to apply substantive 
knowledge they have gained in 
a variety of different scenarios. 
 
 
A03:  Students will develop the 
ability to analyse, interpret and 
evaluate substantive 
knowledge in a way which 
demonstrates an 

Students should have a curiosity for 
understanding human behaviour. They 
should have a fundamental understanding 
of human biology, specifically the role of 
the brain. 
 
During the course, students will be taught 
how to be academically resilient in a 
variety of ways which also nurtures 
curiosity. 
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Psychology 
in context  

 
Students will learn about the 
different perspectives held by 
psychologists as well as the 
origins of psychology. 
 
Students learn about the 
different biological bases of 
behaviour, maladaptive 
behaviours: explanations and 
treatments as well as issues 
different definitions of 
abnormality. 

understanding of the discipline 
of psychology. 
Carry out psychological 
research: Students will develop 
the ability to design and carry 
out their own psychological 
research in a way which shows 
and appreciation of the 
scientific nature of psychology. 

Year 
13 

Introduct-
ory topics 
in 
Psychology 
 
 
Psychology 
in context 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social influence: Why do 
people behave the way they 
do? Looking at conformity, 
obedience and minority 
influence. 
 
Students also explore the 
influence of childhood 
experiences on development at 
different stages; adolescence 
as well as adulthood. 
 
 
Human cognition: Students 
learn how memory is formed 
and factors which affect the 
accuracy and formation of 
memory. 
 

Students demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding 
of psychological concepts, 
theories, research studies, 
research methods and ethical 
issues.  
 
Students apply psychological 
knowledge and understanding 
of the specified Paper 3 
content in a range of contexts. 
 
Students analyse, interpret 
and evaluate psychological 
concepts, theories, research 
studies and research methods 
in relation to the specified 
Paper 3 content. 
 

Students should have a curiosity for 
understanding human behaviour. They 
should have a fundamental understanding 
of human biology, specifically the role of 
the brain. 
 
During the course, students will be taught 
how to be academically resilient in a 
variety of ways which also nurtures 
curiosity. 
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Issues and 
options in 
Psychology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students will learn about the 
different perspectives held by 
psychologists as well as the 
origins of psychology. 
 
Students learn about the 
different biological bases of 
behaviour, maladaptive 
behaviours: explanations and 
treatments as well as issues 
different definitions of 
abnormality. 
 
 
 
Gender and culture in 
Psychology – universality and 
bias. Gender bias including 
androcentrism and alpha and 
beta bias; cultural bias, 
including ethnocentrism and 
cultural relativism. 
Free will and determinism: 
hard determinism and soft 
determinism; biological, 
environmental and psychic 
determinism. The scientific 
emphasis on causal 
explanations. 
The nature-nurture debate: the 
relative importance of heredity 

Students evaluate therapies 
and treatments including in 
terms of their appropriateness 
and effectiveness. 
Knowledge and understanding 
of research methods, practical 
research skills and 
mathematical skills will be 
assessed in Paper 3. These 
skills should be developed 
through study of the 
specification content and 
through ethical practical 
research activities.  
 
Students develop the ability to 
design research, conducting 
research, analysing and 
interpreting data. 
In answering questions on 
Issues and Debates in 
Psychology students will be 
expected to illustrate their 
answers with knowledge and 
understanding of topics 
studied elsewhere in the 
specification as appropriate. 
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and environment in 
determining behaviour; the 
interactionist approach. 
Holism and reductionism: levels 
of explanation in Psychology. 
Biological reductionism and 
environmental 
(stimulus-response) 
reductionism. 
Idiographic and nomothetic 
approaches to psychological 
investigation. 
Ethical implications of research 
studies and theory, including 
reference to social sensitivity. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
How you will be assessed 
 
Year 12:  
Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology  72 marks 
Paper 2: Psychology in Context               72 marks  
Year 13:  
Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology 96 marks 
Paper 2: Psychology in Context           96 marks 
Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology 96 marks  
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Students are assessed on all three skills in Psychology; A01, A02 and A03. 
  
 
How parents/carers can help 
Useful links: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-a-level 
 
https://www.tutor2u.net/psychology 
 
 
 
Who to contact if you have a query  
 

NAME POSITION EMAIL ADDRESS TELEPHONE 
Esther Akowe Subject Leader: 

Psychology 
esther.akowe@lilianbaylis.com 020 7091 9500 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-a-level
https://www.tutor2u.net/psychology

