
Year 12/13 A-Level in Sociology 
 
Why this subject is important 
 
Sociology is a versatile subject which provides routes to undergraduate courses in English, 
Geography, History, International Relations and Economics as well as social sciences such 
as Psychology, Anthropology and of course Sociology. This subject enables students to 
appreciate the diversity of different experiences of people in contemporary society. This 
can inform any job working face to face with people where empathy and understanding of 
people’s situations is vital. More generally sociology gives students an opportunity to 
develop their opinions on a range of important debates such as on women’s subordination, 
exploitation at work and in the home and the extent of racism in the education and 
criminal justice systems. 
 
What you will learn over the course of the two years  
 

 Unit name Knowledge 
 

Skills and 
understanding 

 

Attitudes and 
attributes 

Year 12 
 
 
 
 

Families 
Education 
Research 
methods 
 

Some examples: 
How has the division 
of labour in families 
changed? 
Why do girls 
outperform boys at 
GCSE and A-level? 
 

● How to create a 
clear and coherent 
argument in an 
essay. 

● Applying theorists 
and perspectives to 
exam questions. 

 

A keen reader 
Enjoy debating 
A broad vocabulary 
A deep thinker 
Well organised 

Year 13 Stratification 
and 
differentiation 
Crime and 
deviance 
Sociological 
theory and 
methods 
 

Some examples: 
How can we define 
and measure social 
class? 
Why are some ethnic 
minorities more likely 
to be stopped and 
searched by the 
police? 

● Improving exam 
technique and 
timing. 

● How to take notes 
independently. 

A keen reader 
Enjoy debating 
A broad vocabulary 
A deep thinker 
Well organised 

 
How you will be assessed 
In year 13 there are three exams of two hours each. Around a quarter of marks are for 
small mark knowledge based questions and three quarters of the marks are for essay 
question ranging from 15 minutes (10 marks) to 45 minutes per essay (30 marks). 
 
How parents/carers can help 
Talk to your child about their home learning. Ensure they have completed each week’s 
task. Encourage your child to read quality texts every week (e.g. a broadsheet newspaper 
like The Guardian or a novel). 
 
Who to contact if you have a query  
 

NAME POSITION EMAIL ADDRESS TELEPHONE 
Max Toynbee Subject Leader: Sociology max.toynbee@lilianbaylis.com 020 7091 9500 
 
 


