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Why this subject is important  

The A-level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at            
GCSE. It constitutes an integrated study with a focus on language, culture and society. It               
fosters a range of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research           
skills and creativity, which are valuable to the individual and society. The content is              
suitable for students who wish to progress to employment or to further study, including a               
modern languages degree. 

The approach is a focus on how Spanish-speaking society has been shaped socially and              
culturally and how it continues to change. In the first year, aspects of the social context                
are studied, together with aspects of the artistic life of Spanish-speaking countries. In the              
second year further aspects of the social background are covered, this time focusing on              
matters associated with multiculturalism. Students also study aspects of the political           
landscape including the future of political life in the Hispanic world by focusing on young               
people and their political engagement. 

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of themes relating to the culture             
and society of countries where Spanish is spoken, and their language skills. They will do               
this by using authentic spoken and written sources in Spanish. 

The choice of works (literary texts and films) offers opportunities to link with the themes               
so that, for example, the play La casa de Bernarda Alba could be linked to the sub-theme                 
Modern and traditional values while the film Volver could be connected to the sub-theme              
Equal rights. 

Students following this specification will develop their language knowledge, understanding          
and skills through: 

● using language spontaneously to initiate communication; ask and answer         
questions; express thoughts and feelings; present viewpoints; develop arguments;         
persuade; and analyse and evaluate in speech and writing, including interaction           
with speakers of Spanish 

● applying knowledge of pronunciation, morphology and syntax, vocabulary and         
idiom to communicate accurately and coherently, using a range of expression –            
including the list of grammar in this specification 

● using language-learning skills and strategies, including communication strategies        
such as adjusting the message, circumlocution, self-correction and repair strategies 

● listening and responding to spoken passages including some extended passages          
from a range of different contexts and sources, adapted as necessary, covering            
different registers and types, including authentic communication involving one or          
more speakers 

● reading and responding to a variety of texts including some extended texts written             
for different purposes and audiences drawn from a range of authentic sources,            
including contemporary, historical and literary, fiction and non-fiction texts, adapted          
as necessary 

● understanding the main points, gist and detail from spoken and written material 
● inferring meaning from complex spoken and written material, including factual and           

abstract content 
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● assimilating and using information from spoken and written sources, including          
material from online media 

● summarising information from spoken and written sources, reporting key points and           
subject matter in speech and writing 

● translating an unseen passage from Spanish into English 
● translating an unseen passage from English into Spanish. 

Students must also study either one book and one film or two books from the lists in this                  
specification. They must appreciate, analyse and be able to respond critically in writing in              
Spanish to the work they have studied. Their understanding of the work must include a               
critical appreciation of the concepts and issues covered and a critical and analytical             
response to features such as the form and the technique of presentation as appropriate to               
the work studied (eg the effect of narrative voice in a prose text or camera-work in a film). 

In addition, students following this specification will: 

● develop research skills in Spanish, demonstrating the ability to initiate and conduct            
individual research on a subject of personal interest, relating to the country or             
countries where Spanish is spoken 

● identify a key question or subject of interest and select relevant information in             
Spanish from a range of authentic sources, including the internet 

● use information to illustrate knowledge and understanding of the research subject 
● analyse and summarise research findings, elaborating on key points of interest, as            

appropriate, through oral presentation and discussion. 
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What you will learn over the course of the 2 years this year 
 
Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least one              
Spanish-speaking country. Students must study the themes and sub-themes using a range            
of sources, including material from online media. 

3.1.1 Aspects of Hispanic society 

Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any Spanish-speaking country or            
countries. 

● Modern and traditional values (Los valores tradicionales y modernos) 
o Los cambios en la familia 
o Actitudes hacia el matrimonio/el divorcio 
o La influencia de la Iglesia Católica 
● Cyberspace (El ciberespacio) 
o La influencia de internet 
o Las redes sociales: beneficios y peligros 
o Los móviles inteligentes en nuestra sociedad 
● Equal rights (La igualdad de los sexos) 
o La mujer en el mercado laboral 
o El machismo y el feminismo 
o Los derechos de los gays y las personas transgénero 

 

3.1.2 Multiculturalism in Hispanic society 

Students may study all sub-themes in relation to any Spanish-speaking country or            
countries. 

● Immigration (La inmigración) 
o Los beneficios y los aspectos negativos 
o La inmigración en el mundo hispánico 
o Los indocumentados - problemas 
● Racism (El racismo) 
o Las actitudes racistas y xenófobas 
o Las medidas contra el racismo 
o La legislación anti-racista 
● Integration (La convivencia) 
o La convivencia de culturas 
o La educación 
o Las religiones 

Students must study the themes and sub-themes below in relation to at least one              
Spanish-speaking country. 
 
3.2.1 Artistic culture in the Hispanic world 
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Students must study the sub-theme Spanish regional identity in relation to Spain. Students             
may study the remaining sub-themes in relation to any Spanish-speaking country or            
countries. 
 
● Modern day idols (La influencia de los ídolos) 
Cantantes y músicos 
Estrellas de televisión y cine 
Modelos 
● Spanish regional identity (La identidad regional en España) 
Tradiciones y costumbres 
La gastronomía 
Las lenguas 
● Cultural heritage (El patrimonio cultural) 
Sitios turísticos y civilizaciones prehispánicas: Machu Picchu, la Alhambra, etc 
Arte y arquitectura 
El patrimonio musical y su diversidad 
 
3.2.2 Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world 
 
Students must study monarchies and dictatorships in relation to any relevant           
Spanish-speaking country or countries. Students may study the remaining sub-themes in           
relation to any Spanish-speaking country or countries. 
 
● Today's youth, tomorrow's citizens (Jóvenes de hoy, ciudadanos del mañana) 
Los jóvenes y su actitud hacia la política : activismo o apatía 
El paro entre los jóvenes 
Su sociedad ideal 
● Monarchies and dictatorships (Monarquías y dictaduras) 
La dictadura de Franco 
La evolución de la monarquía en España 
Dictadores latinoamericanos 
● Popular movements (Movimientos populares) 
La efectividad de las manifestaciones y las huelgas 
El poder de los sindicatos 
Ejemplos de protestas sociales (eg. El 15-M, las Madres de la Plaza de Mayo, …) 
 
3.4.1 Literary texts and films 
Students must study either one text and one film or two texts from the list below.                
Abridged editions should not be used. 
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3.4.1.1 Texts 
Laura Esquivel Como agua para chocolate 
 
3.4.1.2 Films 
El laberinto del fauno Guillermo del Toro (2006) 
 
3.5 Individual research project 
Students must identify a subject or a key question which is of interest to them and which                 
relates to a country or countries where Spanish is spoken. They must select relevant              
information in Spanish from a range of sources including the internet. The aim of the               
research project is to develop research skills. Students will demonstrate their ability to             
initiate and conduct individual research by analysing and summarising their findings, in            
order to present and discuss them in the speaking assessment. 
 
Students may choose a subject linked to one of the themes or sub-themes or to one of the                  
works. However, students must not base their research on the same literary text or film               
that they refer to in their written assessment. 
 
Students within a school or college should each choose a different subject for their              
research. However, if more than one student selects the same general subject area, the              
title of their research and their approach must be different. 
 
How you will be assessed 
 
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing 
Duration: 2 hours 30 minutes; total raw mark: 100 
 
Paper 2: Writing 
Duration: 2 hours; total raw mark: 80 
 
Paper 3: Speaking 
Duration: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes supervised preparation time); total raw           
mark: 60 
 
How parents/carers can help 
Ensure students have a quiet place to study and make sure students are doing their               
homework set every week. Parents can test students on key knowledge. 
 
Who to contact if you have a query  
 
NAME POSITION EMAIL ADDRESS TELEPHONE 
Emilie Marin MFL Subject Leader emilie.marin@lilianbaylis.com 020 7091 9500 
 


