
Curriculum Overview
In the EIF, Ofsted set out a conception of a quality curriculum, understanding that curriculum is different from pedagogy. This is based on both
the Ofsted review of existing research and their own curriculum research programme. Ofsted define progress in curricular terms as knowing
more and remembering more, so a curriculum needs to carefully plan for that progress by considering the building blocks and
sequence in each subject. Curriculum is about what teachers teach and when, and what pupils learn.

Subject overview: Sociology

Curriculum Intent:

“A curriculum that is ambitious and designed to give all pupils, particularly disadvantaged pupils and including pupils with SEND, the knowledge and
cultural capital they need to succeed in life”

In Sociology we aim to create independent minded sociologists who are able to critically assess different points of view and develop their own perspectives on
key sociological debates.

- Teaching key debates in the social sciences such as nature versus nurture, structure versus agency and the debates between functionalism,
Marxism, different branches of feminism as well as interactionist and postmodernist views.

- Research methods including positivist and interpretivist approaches.
- Interrogating concepts such as ‘cultural capital’ and the ethnocentrism this generally involves
- Empowering students to see themselves as sociologists with their own, varied and valid perspectives (taking an anti-racist and anti-sexist approach)

“The curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills for future learning and employment.”

In Sociology we plan for students to first understand the disciplinary knowledge of the subject, such as key debates and theoretical perspectives. We cover
each substantive topic in order: families, then education, then stratification and finally crime. In addition we interleave our research methods learning
throughout year 10 and the first part of year 11 so that students have opportunities to apply their research methods knowledge to the substantive topics. Each
half term is based on building up substantive knowledge towards two progress tasks (one approximately half way, one at the end) which require students to
synthesise and demonstrate their knowledge. In year 12 the same approach is applied (most students at A-level have not studied the subject at GCSE)
except we focus on research methods for around half a term in Autumn so that students have a rounded understanding of research methods before studying
the education topic, for which they must answer ‘methods in context’ essay questions which require an understanding of research methods to apply to
educational contexts. In year 13 we begin with the smaller stratification topic and end with the slightly larger crime topic which is the most complex topic
requiring the longest essay answers.

“The curriculum is successfully adapted, designed or developed to be ambitious and meet the needs of pupils with SEND, developing their knowledge,



skills and abilities to apply what they know and can do with increasing fluency and independence”

In Sociology we are fully inclusive. We use a range of strategies for SEND students to be able to access and progress through the full curriculum. All students
in class are taught the full curriculum. Specific strategies are shown below. We have always been a mixed-ability subject and students’ strengths are
capitalised upon to benefit the whole class. Early on in most lessons a key terms sheet is provided to all. In most extended writing activities at GCSE help
sheets with sentence starters are offered to students who would like it - targeted at those with SEND. In-class checking and intervening aims to clarify
misconceptions as they arise and ensure students are developing their writing further. At A-level supported essay planning activities are used as well as
regular checking and intervening to ensure pupils understand the content before moving on.

Curriculum Planning:

Year: 10 Aut Spr Sum

Students’ starting point KS3 English, History and RS.

This is generally the first time
they have studied sociology

Finished the first substantive
topic (families) and had some
research methods lessons.

Good understanding of social
class, gender differences in
attainment as well as
perspectives on the role of
education.

Big concepts to learn Key debates: Nature, nurture,
conflict, consensus, structure,
agency, functionalism, Marxism
and difference branches of
feminism.

The sociology of families:
- Functions of families
- Family forms
- Conjugal role

relationships
- Changing relationships

within families
- Criticisms of families
- Marriage and divorce
- The symmetrical family

and its critiques

The sociology of education:
- Functions of school
- Functionalist, Marxist and

feminist views on the role
of schooling

- Types of schools through
time including private
versus state

- Marketisation and
privatisation

- Differential achievement
by social class, ethnicity
and gender

- Factors inside and
outside of school affecting
the above

- Gender and subject

The sociology of education:
- Differential achievement

by social class, ethnicity
and gender

- Factors inside and
outside of school affecting
the above

Theory and methods:
- Ethnography
- Statistics
- Case studies

Revision



- Power relationships

Theory and methods:
- Research design
- Positivism and

interpretivism
- Practical, ethical and

theoretical issues
- Sampling:

representativeness and
generalisability

choice.

Theory and methods:
- Questionnaires
- Interviews (structured and

unstructured)
- Observation
- Ethnography

Hierarchy and sequence of
constellation knowledge
(what will be taught and when)
Include progress tasks

Aut 1:
L1: What is sociology? What is a
family?
L2: Family diversity
L3: The nuclear family
L4: Functionalist views of the
family: PROGRESS TASK:
Identify and explain one function
which the family may perform to
benefit both society and family
members.
L5: Marxist and feminist views of
the family
L6: Debate on sexism in the
family: PROGRESS TASK:
Discuss how far sociologists
agree that the family today
benefits men at the expense of
women
L7: RM - Research design, pilot
studies and the scientific method
L8: Marriage and divorce
L9: Theories of marriage and
divorce
L10: RM: Methods overview
L11: RM: Methods application

Spr 1:
L1: Assessment revision
L2: Why do we have schools?
L3: PROGRESS TASK:
Assessment (small
markers+essay)
L3: The hidden curriculum
L4: Marxist views of the
education system
L5: School diversity and
alternatives to school
PROGRESS TASK: 1. Describe
school diversity in the education
system. 2. Identify and explain
one reason why parents may
choose an alternative to sending
their child to school based on the
criticisms of schooling outlined in
Item A
L6: Debate - Gender roles and
the classroom
L7: RM: Interviews
L8: Private vs state school
L9: RM: Observation
L10: Educational achievement
and policy

Finishing off the education and
research methods topics, revise
then do the end of year exams.

L1: Gender differences: Internal
factors
L2: Debate: Why are girls
improving faster than boys?
L3: Ethnic differences: External
factors
L4: Ethnic differences: Internal
factors
PROGRESS TASK: Identify and
explain one factor inside school
that may influence the
underperformance of Black
Caribbean boys
L5: Debate on differences
between social groups
L6: RM: Ethnography
L7: RM: Statistics and case
studies

L8-10: Families revision
L11-13: Education revision



practice
L12: Revision and consolidation

Aut 2:
L1: Changes in the family over
time
L2: Childhood, wider family,
reconstituted and dual worker
families
L3: Lone parent families and
changes in fertility
L4: Practical, ethical and
theoretical issues:
L5: The symmetrical family:
PROGRESS TASK: Identify and
explain one factor that may have
led to an increase in the number
of symmetrical families referred
to in Item B.
L6: Power in families
L7: RM: Sampling
L8: Conventional and
neo-conventional families
L9: Changing relationships within
the family
L10: RM: Surveys and
questionnaires PROGRESS
TASK: Identify and explain one
advantage of using postal
questionnaires when carrying out
this research. (4 marks)
Identify and explain one problem
you may face when carrying out
this research. (4 marks)
L11: Class debate
L12: Walking talking mock
(revision)
L13: Assessment

Spr 2:
L1: Marketisation
L2: Essay (marketisation)
PROGRESS TASK: Discuss how
far sociologists agree that
marketisation has improved
equality of opportunity.
L3: Education policy since 2010
L4: Social class differences:
External factors
L5: Social class differences:
Internal factors
L6: 12 mark essay writing:
Discuss how far sociologists
agree that the underperformance
of working class pupils is mainly
the result of material poverty in
their home backgrounds.
L7: Gender differences: External
factors
L10: RM: Observation:
PROGRESS TASK: 1. From Item
A, examine one strength of the
research 2. Identify and describe
one disadvantage of using
non-participant observation to
investigate the impact of
teachers’ expectations on pupils’
progress.

Sum 2:

L14-15: RM revision

END OF YEAR ASSESSMENT

L1: Functionalism and
stratification
L2: Marxism and stratification
L3: RM: Longitudinal studies
L4: Racism and stratification
L5: Weberianism and life
chances
L6: Life chances and the affluent
worker
L7: Social mobility
L8: The underclass
L9: RM revision



L14: Assessment feedback

Adaptations for SEND Help sheets for extended written
tasks.
Key terms sheets for all students.
Opportunities for peer support
through discussion/seating plan.

Help sheets for extended written
tasks.
Key terms sheets for all students.
Opportunities for peer support
through discussion/seating plan.
Option to use laptop for
assessments if appropriate.

Help sheets for extended written
tasks.
Key terms sheets for all students.
Opportunities for peer support
through discussion/seating plan.
Option to use laptop for
assessments if appropriate.

Opportunities to embed
Anti-racism

Questioning white-centred focus
of textbook (BBC news report).
Diverse representations of
people in slides.
Theorists from BAME
background in the textbook
highlighted.
Extra theorists (e.g.
DuBois/Andrews) not in the
textbook added.

Questioning white-centred focus
of textbook (BBC news report).
Diverse representations of
people in slides.
Theorists from BAME
background in the textbook
highlighted.
Extra theorists (e.g.
Sewell/Reynolds) not in the
textbook added.

Questioning white-centred focus
of textbook (BBC news report).
Diverse representations of
people in slides.
Theorists from BAME
background in the textbook
highlighted.
Extra theorists (e.g. DuBois) not
in the textbook added.

Opportunities to embed
Anti-sexism

Feminist views of the nuclear
family and domestic work.
Explanation of the feminist
critique that much sociologial
work was/is ‘malestream’.
Ensuring female students are
fully involved in whole-class
debates (avoid males
dominating).

Feminist views of the role of the
education system in perpetuating
patriarchy.
Consideration of sexual
harrassment in school.
Critique of ‘malestream’ studies
e.g. Willis.
Ensuring female students are
fully involved in whole-class
debates (avoid males
dominating).

Feminist views of gender
inequality.
Intersections of gender with other
dimensions of stratification.
Critiques of ‘malestream’ studies
and approaches e.g. Marxism.
Ensuring female students are
fully involved in whole-class
debates (avoid males
dominating).

Opportunities to challenge
Islamophobia or homophobia

Anti-homophobia: Discussion on
same-sex families with regards to
increasing family diversity.
Evaluation of much of sociology

Anti-Islamophobia: Recap of
work don in Aut 1 EEE day on
‘This Battlefield Called My Body’.

Consideration of how
discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation (e.g.
homophobia) are religion (e.g.



which ignores such families. Islamophobia) can impact life
chances.

Cultural Capital/Careers/Cross
Curricular links / SMSC

Cross curricular links: Careers as
an academic, social researcher
or journalist.
SMSC: developing an
understanding of oppression and
injustice (this term = patriarchy).

Cross curricular links: Careers as
an academic, social researcher
or journalist.
SMSC: developing an
understanding of oppression and
injustice (this term = racism).

Cross curricular links: Careers as
an academic, social researcher
or journalist.
SMSC: developing an
understanding of oppression and
injustice (this term = social class
exploitation).

Opportunities to embed
academic texts

Key terms match exercises in
most lessons to expand tier 3
vocabulary.

Most lessons a involve
comprehension task using a text
(usually one of the GCSE
textbooks)

Key terms match exercises in
most lessons to expand tier 3
vocabulary.

Most lessons a involve
comprehension task using a text
(usually one of the GCSE
textbooks)

Key terms match exercises in
most lessons to expand tier 3
vocabulary.

Most lessons a involve
comprehension task using a text
(usually one of the GCSE
textbooks)

Students end point
(inc. assessment focus Aut 2 &
Sum 2)

Consolidated understanding of
sociological basics. Developing
understanding of sociological
writing. Assessment in Spr 1.

Spr 1 assessment = selection of
short answer questions and one
essay on everything covered to
date.

Firm understanding of families
and education topics. Ability to
write coherent essays.

Sum 2 end of year exam = full
paper 1 (families/education) -
55mins.

Firm understanding of paper 1
content and good understanding
of first part of stratification
content.

Year: 11 Aut Spr Sum

Students’ starting point Covered the first part of the
stratification topic.

Completed the first half of the
stratification topic.

Completed all content for all
topics. Revision started.

Big concepts to learn The sociology of social
stratification:

The sociology of crime:
- Patterns of age and crime

Revision:
- Families



- The affluent worker
- Life chances
- Social mobility
- Gender/ethnic/age

inequalities
- Defining poverty and

deprivation
- Globalisation
- The welfare state
- Political power and

authority
- Power relationships and

patriarchy

The sociology of crime:
- The social construction of

crime and deviance
- Hidden figures of crime
- Overrepresentation and

disproportionality
- Anomie
- Strain theory
- Chivalry thesis
- Public and private

spheres
- Institutional racism

- RESEARCH METHODS:
Identifying strengths and
weaknesses of methods.

plus reasons
- Young ffenders: How to

reduce youth crime and
punish/rehabilitate young
offenders.

- Informal social control
including informal
sanctions and conformity

- Formal social control
including formal sanctions

- The prison system,
rehabilitation and
punishment, violent crime
and sentencing.

- The media and crime:
News values, deviancy
amplification, moral panic

- RESEARCH METHODS:
Describing the research
method and approach of
the 25 key studies.

Revision:
- Families
- Education
- Stratification
- Crime and Deviance

- Education
- Stratification
- Crime and Deviance
- Research methods

For 2022: Advanced exam board
guidance for the 12 mark essay
questions for each topic

Hierarchy and sequence of
constellation knowledge
(what will be taught and when)
Include progress tasks

L1: Life chances and the affluent
worker
L2: Social mobility
L3: Gender inequality:
PROGRESS TASK: Identify one
way in which men have more
power than women in society and

L1: Age and crime
L2: Young offenders
L3: Social control
L4: Prison, rehabilitation and
punishment.
L5: Prison, rehabilitation and
punishment: PROGRESS TASK:

L1: Stratification (essay practice)
L2: Crime (essay practice)
L3: Families (advanced info
revision)
L4: Families (all other content)
L5: Education (advanced info
revision)



explain why this situation
continues today
Identify and explain one reason
for the gender pay gap
L4: Inequality between ethnic
groups
L5: Poverty and relative
deprivation
L6: Wealth distribution
L7: Explanations/debate on
poverty: PROGRESS TASK:
Discuss how far sociologists
agree that the behaviour and
culture of individuals is one of the
most important reasons for
poverty in modern Britain.
L8: Political power
L9: The Welfare State and the
‘underclass’
L10: Answering research
methods questions
L11: Weber on power
L12: Power relationships and
Patriarchy
L13: Globalisation

Aut 2:
L1: The social construction of
crime and deviance
L2: Measuring crime
L3: Essay practice: PROGRESS
TASK: Discuss how far
sociologists agree that official
crime statistics provide an
accurate measure of crime.
L4: Biological, psychological and
sociological explanations
L5: Functionalism and crime

Discuss how far sociologists
agree that prison is useful for
tackling crime in contemporary
British society. (12 marks)
L6: Violent crime
L7: The media and crime
L8: RM: The 25 studies
L9: RM: Strengths and limitations
of methods: PROGRESS TASK:
1. Identify and explain one
disadvantage of using group
interviews to study young men’s
experiences of being victims of
violence. 2. Identify and explain
one reason why a researcher
might decide to use covert
participant observation to study
the behaviour of ‘football
hooligans’.

L10: Recap of explanations of
class and gender differences in
offending
L11: Recap of explanations of
ethnic and age differences in
offending

Spr 2:
L1: Families revision (12 mark
essays)
L2: Families revision (3 and 4
mark questions)
L3: Education revision ( 12 mark
essays)
L4: Education revision (3 and 4
mark questions) PROGRESS
TASK: 1. Identify and explain one
advantage of using unstructured

L6: Education (all other content)

PAPER 1 EXAM

L7: Crime (advanced info PLUS
essay)
L8: Crime (all other content)
L9: Stratification (advanced
PLUS essay)
L10: Stratification (all other
content)

PAPER 2 EXAM



L6: Subcultural theory and crime
L7: Marxist, feminist and
interactionist views of crime
L8: RM: Strengths and limitations
of methods
L8: Class and crime
L9: Walking talking mock
(revision)
L10: Gender and crime
L11: PROGRESS TASK:
Assessment feedback
L12: Ethnicity and crime

interviews to investigate the
relationship between the
education system and capitalism.
2. Identify and explain one factor
that may have led to the
continued underperformance of
students eligible for free school
meals, identified as a concern in
Item A.
L5: Social stratification revision
(3 and 4 mark questions AND 12
mark essays)
L6: Crime revision (2 and 4 mark
questions AND 12 mark essays)
L7/8: MOCK EXAMS
(PROGRESS TASK)
L9: Crime revision (all questions)
L10: Mock exam feedback and
redraft.
L11: Fill in in learning gaps from
the mock exams (with focus on
12 mark essays)

Adaptations for SEND Help sheets for extended written
tasks.
Key terms sheets for all students.
Opportunities for peer support
through discussion/seating plan.

Help sheets for extended written
tasks.
Key terms sheets for all students.
Opportunities for peer support
through discussion/seating plan.

Help sheets for extended written
tasks.
Set of essay plans based on
exam board advanced
information.
Topic summaries.
Key terms sheets for all students.
Opportunities for peer support
through discussion/seating plan.

Opportunities to embed
Anti-racism

In lessons on life chances and
ethnicity.
Discussion of institutional racism
in the criminal justice system.

Reference to racist stereotyping
in the police.
Differences in sentencing
between ethnic groups.

Discussion of institutional racism
in the police/CJS and education
system.
Discussion of racist nature of



The work of prominent black
theorists e.g. Stuart Hall

cultural deprivation theories.

Opportunities to embed
Anti-sexism

Ensuring female students are
fully involved in whole-class
debates (avoid males
dominating). Explicitly
referencing anti-sexism in
lessons on gender inequality and
gender and crime.

Consideration of the
‘malestream’ nature of most
sociological studies of crime.

Discussion of sexism in school
(e.g. evaluation of Willis’ study)
Discussion of feminist
perspectives.

Opportunities to challenge
Islamophobia or homophobia

Article on the decriminalisation of
homosexulaity used as part of a
discussion into the social
construction of crime and
deviance.

Consideration of Islamophobia as
a form of ‘moral panic’ (applying
Hall’s work on the media and
crime).

During revision of the whole
course we return to issues of
homophobia (e.g. in the families
topic) and Islamophobia (e.g.

Cultural Capital/Careers/Cross
Curricular links / SMSC

Cross curricular links: Careers as
an academic, social researcher
or journalist. SMSC: developing
an understanding of oppression
and injustice (this HT =
inequalities of life
chances/racism in the criminal
justice system).

Cross curricular links: Careers as
an academic, social researcher
or journalist. SMSC: developing
an understanding of oppression
and injustice (this HT = prison as
a form of punishment and its
impacts.).

Cross curricular links: Careers as
an academic, social researcher
or journalist. SMSC: developing
an understanding of oppression
and injustice.

Opportunities to embed
academic texts

Key terms match exercises in
most lessons to expand tier 3
vocabulary.

Most lessons a involve
comprehension task using a text
(usually one of the GCSE
textbooks)

Newspaper articles used in some
lessons to initiate discussion.

Key terms match exercises in
most lessons to expand tier 3
vocabulary.

Most lessons a involve
comprehension task using a text
(usually one of the GCSE
textbooks)

Key terms match exercises in
most lessons to expand tier 3
vocabulary.

Most lessons a involve
comprehension task using a text
(usually one of the GCSE
textbooks)



Students end point
(inc. assessment focus Aut 2 &
Sum 2)

Consolidated understanding of
social stratification topic.
Improving understanding of
sociological writing for short
answer and essay questions.
Aut 2 assessment: Full topic (50
marks) focussing mainly on
social stratification but with one
question on earlier content
(families/education)

Firm understanding of the crime
and deviance topic. Developed
understanding of essay writing,
e.g. ability to come to evidence
based conclusions.
Good understanding of families
and education topics with key
learning gaps filled.

Exams.

Year: 12 Aut Spr Sum

Students’ starting point GCSE English (at least to grade
5)

Firm understanding of the
sociological approach. Beginning
to consider the links between
how each perspective (e.g.
functionalism) can be applied to
different contexts

Finishing off Education topic.

Big concepts to learn Structure vs agency
Functionalist views
Marxist views
Feminist views
Postmodernist views
Personal life perspective
March of progress
Patriarchy

Cultural deprivation
Material deprivation
Institutional racism
Sexism
Stereotyping
Labelling
Victim blaming
Intersectionality

Positivism
Interpretivism
Falsification
Paradigm shift
Objectivity
Subjectivity
Social policy
Postmodernism

Hierarchy and sequence of
constellation knowledge
(what will be taught and when)
Include progress tasks

Introduction to sociology: The
nature vs nurture debate,
structure versus agency

Families:
Perspectives on the family
(functionalism, Marxism,

Revision, mock exam and mock
feedback (3 lessons)
PROGRESS TASK: Assessment:
Research methods: 10 marker
Families: 10 marker (with an
item), 20 marker (always with an
item)

Theory and methods: Sociology
and science, Functionalism,
Marxism and Neo-Marxism,
Integrated theory, Feminism,
Postmodernism, Sociology and
values, Sociology and social
policy. PROGRESS TASK:



feminism, personal life)
PROGRESS TASK: Outline and
explain two ways in which the
nuclear family can be seen as
beneficial for individuals and
society
Couples (division of labour and
power) PROGRESS TASK:
Using material from Item A and
your knowledge, evaluate the
view that the division of labour in
couples is now equal.
Demography (briths, deaths, life
expectancy and migration)
Family patterns (divorce,
marriage, cohabitation, same sex
families, childbearing, lone
parent, reconstituted and
extended families.) PROGRESS
TASK: Applying material from
Item A and your knowledge,
evaluate sociological
contributions to our
understanding of trends in
divorce since 1970.
Family diversity (modernist and
postmodernist views)
Social policy (functionalist, New
Right and feminist views)
Childhood (social construction
and changes over time)

Research methods (Practical,
ethical and theoretical issues,
sampling and strengths and
limitations of a range of research
methods and secondary sources)
PROGRESS TASK: Outline and

Education: Class inequalities
(external factors)
Class inequalities (internal
factors) PROGRESS TASK:
Applying material from Item B
and your knowledge, evaluate
sociological explanations of
social class differences in
educational achievement.
Ethnic inequalities (external
factors)
Ethnic inequalities (internal
factors)
Gender inequalities in
achievement (internal and
external factors)
Identity, class, gender and
achievement
Gender differences in subject
choice and pupils gender and
sexual ideitities (including impact
of sexual abuse and the male
gaze on girls)
Perspectives on education
(functionalism, the New Right,
Marxism) PROGRESS TASK:
Applying material from Item B
and your knowledge, evaluate
sociological explanations of the
role of education in transmitting
ideas and values.
Educational policy (tripartite,
comprehensive and marketised
systems)

Methods in context (applying
experiments, questionnaires,

Applying material from Item C
and your knowledge, evaluate
the usefulness of Marxist
approaches in understanding
society. (20 marks)

Families revision: couples,
childhood, perspectives,
demography, changing family
patterns, family diversity,
PROGRESS TASK: Applying
material from Item A and your
knowledge, evaluate sociological
contributions to our
understanding of family diversity.
(20 marks)

RM revision: Quantitative
methods, qualitative methods

How to revise in sociology

Education revision: Social class
differences (internal/external),
ethnic differences
(internal/external), gender
(external/internal), gender
(subject choice, and identity),
perspectives on education
Education policy

END OF YEAR EXAMS.



explain two practical advantages
of using questionnaires in
sociological research.

interviews, observation and
secondary sources to
investigating educational issues)
PROGRESS TASK: Applying
material from Item A and your
knowledge of research methods,
evaluate the strengths and
limitations of non-participant
observation for the study of the
ways in which classroom
interactions reinforce traditional
gender identities.

Adaptations for SEND Writing frames
Sentence starters
Key terms match exercises
Use of laptops
Exemplar essays

Writing frames
Sentence starters
Key terms match exercises
Use of laptops
Exemplar essays

Writing frames
Sentence starters
Key terms match exercises
Use of laptops
Exemplar essays

Opportunities to embed
Anti-racism

Exploration of Black feminism
and the work of bell hooks.
Critique of assimilationist
immigration policies.

Critique of the racist nature of
cultural deprivation explanations.
Studies on institutional racism in
the education system.
Focus on black academics in and
out of the textbook (e.g.
Andrews/Reynolds/Sewell)

Combination of Aut and Spr
(revision lessons)

Opportunities to embed
Anti-sexism

Work on sexism in the family e.g.
unequal domestic division of
labour. Lesson on domestic
violence.

Considering the impact of verbal
abuse and the male gaze on
women in schools.

Combination of Aut and Spr
(revision lessons)

Opportunities to challenge
Islamophobia or homophobia

Anti-homophobia: Consideration
of same-sex families (e.e.
Dunne) and Norqvist and Smart’s
work on donor conceived
children.

Anti-homophobia: Analysis of the
use of homophobic insults
between peers as a form of
policing gender identity.

Anti-Islamophobia/anti-homopho
bia: Revision of issues e.g. same
sex families, Muslim female
feminist voices.



Anti-Islamophobia: Discussion of
branches of feminism and
critique of liberal white feminism
which may ignore/neglect the
experiences of Muslim women
(e.g. with regard to wearing of
the hijab)

Cultural Capital/Careers/Cross
Curricular links / SMSC

Cultural capital - reading original
texts (e.g. bell hooks, Firestone).
Links to careers in social
research.

Cultural capital - reading original
tests (e.g. Andrews), reading
broadsheet news articles (e.g. on
racism in school)

Combination of Aut and Spr
(revision lessons)

Opportunities to embed
academic texts

Key terms provided at the outset
of each lesson.

Textbook used in addition to
other texts such as newspaper
articles and excerpts of
sociologists’ work (e.g. in
feminism lessons)

Key terms provided at the outset
of each lesson.

Textbook used in addition to
other texts such as newspaper
articles and excerpts of
sociologists’ work

Key terms provided at the outset
of each lesson.

Textbook used in addition to
other texts such as newspaper
articles and excerpts of
sociologists’ work

Students end point
(inc. assessment focus Aut 2 &
Sum 2)

First week of Spr 1: Summative
assessment using exam style
questions:

The sociology of families (10 and
20 mark essays)
Research methods (10 mark
essay)

Progress task:
Applying material from Item A
and your knowledge of research
methods, evaluate the strengths
and limitations of non-participant
observation for the study of the
ways in which classroom
interactions reinforce traditional
gender identities.

Students have completed their
EOY exams.

Year: 13 Aut Spr Sum

Students’ starting point Studied the AS course (with Students have completed the Students have completed most of



some disruption to education
content due to 2021 lockdown).
Families, research methods,
stratification and some parts of
the year 13 theory content.

social stratification topic and
recently completed their Aut 2
mock exams.

the Crime and Deviance topic.

Big concepts to learn Stratification, racism, sexism,
exploitation, role allocation,
patriarchy, capitalism, life
chances, class, status, party.

Social construction, conformity,
deviance, subcultures, anomie,
criminogenic, white collar crime,
corporate crime, moral panic,
deviancy amplification, state
crime, green crime, techniques of
neutralisation, transgressive
approach.

Hierarchy and sequence of
constellation knowledge
(what will be taught and when)
Include progress tasks

Social stratification:
Perspectives: Functionalist,
Marxist, feminist and
postmodernism views.
PROGRESS TASK: Applying
material from Item B and your
knowledge, evaluate the
usefulness of feminist theories in
understanding the position of
women in society.
Bases of stratification:
race/ethnicity, gender, age,
(dis)ability, religion
Social classes: Elites, the middle
class(es?), working class,
underclass
Measuring social class:
Occupational measures vs
alternatives. GBCS PROGRESS
TASK: Applying material from
Item B and your knowledge,
evaluate the extent to which
occupation is a useful indicator of

Crime and Deviance:
Perspectives: Functionalist,
Subcultural theory, Marxist,
interactionist, feminist, right and
left realist, postmodernist.
PROGRESS TASK: Applying
material from Item B and your
knowledge, evaluate the
usefulness of Marxist
approaches to an understanding
of the causes of crime.

Methods in context:
How to write great MIC essays
PROGRESS TASK: Using
material from Item C and your
knowledge of research methods,
evaluate the strengths and
limitations of using unstructured
interviews to investigate
streaming.

Revision:
Education
Families and households
Stratification and differentiation
Crime and deviance
Theory and methods

Revision is interleaved taking into
account the ‘forgetting curve’.

PROGRESS TASK: MIC essay

PROGRESS TASK:
Marketisation 30 marker (based
on advanced exam board
information 2022)
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an individual’s social class.
Social mobility: Studies of social
mobility and factors affecting
mobility

Methods in context practice:
PROGRESS TASK: Applying
material from Item B and your
knowledge of research methods,
evaluate the strengths and
limitations of using written
questionnaires to investigate
working class educational
underachievement.

Sociological theory:
Sociology and science
Sociology and social policy

PROGRESS TASK: Mock
exams:
Paper 1 (Education with theory
and methods) - 2 hours
Paper 2 (Families and Social
Stratification) - 2 hours

Ethnicity and crime: PROGRESS
TASK: Applying material from
Item B and your knowledge,
evaluate sociological
explanations for ethnic
differences in official statistics on
patterns of offending.
Social class and crime
Globalisation and crime
Green and environmental crime
Human rights/state crimes
The media and crime
Punishment and crime control
Theories of crime control
Victims of crime

Revision:
Paper 2 (stratification and
families)
Paper 3 (crime and deviance)

PROGRESS TASK: Mock
exams:
Paper 2 (Families and
Stratification) - 2 hours
Paper 3 (Crime and Deviance
with theory and methods) - 2
hours

Adaptations for SEND Writing frames
Sentence starters
Key terms match exercises
Use of laptops
Exemplar essays

Writing frames
Sentence starters
Key terms match exercises
Use of laptops
Exemplar essays

Writing frames
Sentence starters
Key terms match exercises
Use of laptops
Exemplar essays

Access arrangements for
external exams



Opportunities to embed
Anti-racism

Section on racism (looking at
history or racism and contribution
of WEB Dubois and the concept
of ‘double consciousness’. Hall’s
concept of race as a ‘floating
signifier’)

Racism in policing, the media
and CJS (e.g. particular focus on
Hall et al.’s ‘policing the crisis’)

Examination of racism in
education, crime and
stratification. Highlighting of
theorists of colour.

Opportunities to embed
Anti-sexism

Section on sexism (looking at
various different feminist
approaches, also debate on the
gender pay gap)

The male-centred viewpoint of
much of sociology on crime.
Emphasising the work of female
sociologists e.g. Carlen and
Heidensohn.

Focus on feminism across all
topics.

Opportunities to challenge
Islamophobia or homophobia

Anti-Islamophobia: Consideration
of the role of Islamophobia in
social stratification. Use of
Palestinian scholar Edward
Said’s concept of ‘orientalism’.

Anti-Islamophobia: Using post
9/11 Islamophobia as an
example of a ‘moral panic’.

Revision of previous content e.g.
Islamophobia and stratification,
Orientalism.

Cultural Capital/Careers/Cross
Curricular links / SMSC

Opportunities to hear from
sociologists. Links to careers in
social policy.

Opportunities to hear from
sociologists. Links to careers in
social policy.

Opportunities to hear from
sociologists. Links to careers in
social policy.

Opportunities to embed
academic texts

Key terms provided at the outset
of each lesson.

A wider range of academic texts
used including online A-level
articles and the textbook.

Key terms provided at the outset
of each lesson.

Textbook used in addition to
other texts such as newspaper
articles and excerpts of
sociologists’ work

Key terms provided at the outset
of each lesson.

Textbook used in addition to
other texts such as newspaper
articles and excerpts of
sociologists’ work

Students end point
(inc. assessment focus Aut 2 &
Spr 2)

Students complete two out of the
three papers for their Aut 2 mock
exam (paper 1 - education with
theory and methods and paper 2
- families with stratification)

Students complete two out of the
three papers for their Spr 2 mock
exam (paper 2 - Families with
Stratification and paper 3 - Crime
and deviance with theory and
methods)

Final external exams


