
The Elephant Group was formed in 2018 by a group of 
headteachers committed to increasing access to ‘top third’ 
universities for their ‘top third’ students. The first meeting 
was held in Elephant & Castle – hence the name – and 
since then the group has grown to include more state 
schools and many of the country’s leading universities.

Through a collaborative and cross-sector approach, we 
build knowledge and resource in schools, and co-deliver a 
Year 12-13 Elephant Access programme, to support 
academically able students’ aspirations, attainment and 
applications into top universities.



The Elephant Access Project launch was a great way to introduce 
students to the project and help us further understand what it was about. 
Students from Kings College, University College London and the University 
of Exeter talked about their experiences as well as the transition from A 
levels to University life. It made me realise that it’s possible for people from 
any background to be able to get into top third schools as long as we have 
the mindset and initiative to do so. 

They particularly stressed the fact that we’re all on the same path but 
also made sure to emphasise our individual journey and options. I also 
learned about life away from home, a chance to explore places other than 
London and to encounter new people as well as a new environment beyond 
the city life. The most important lesson I took from the event was to take 
up the opportunities that come my way, they can be used as an important 
stepping stone and life lesson so I can know what to expect in the future. 



The London launch event was a very insightful experience for me. I 
and many other students gained a better understanding of university 
life, how to navigate the application process, and how to prepare 
ourselves for uni. From several university ambassadors of KCL, UCL 
and the University of Exeter, I’ve learnt that everyone is in the same 
boat when applying to uni; the nervousness and panic is a shared 
experience among many prospective students, and that made me feel 
slightly less overwhelmed. I’ve also stumbled upon the fact that your 
overall university journey is what you make it; it’s up to the student to 
take advantage of every available opportunity, to put their best effort 
into both studying and having fun, and to hold themselves accountable 
for the choices they make in order to reap the benefits of a university 
degree. Now university doesn’t seem as daunting, and I’m much more 
self-assured in my approach to the next chapter of my education.



On Tuesday 15th November The Elephant Group launched their 
programme with a fantastic event. The London launch event really 
provided me with an insight into what the programme will be about. 

The talks at the event gave me a greater understanding of university 
life, the application process and skills to gain before applying to 
university.
We had the opportunity to hear from university ambassadors from 
KCL, UCL and the University of Exeter. 
I had the opportunity to speak to other students and learnt that 
everyone is in a similar state of anxiousness when applying to uni; 
the nervousness and panic is a shared experience among many 
prospective students, which made me feel at ease as a result applying 
and attending university seems less scary and I am confident I will 
be okay when I start making moves towards my future


