
MEET THE GOVERNORS!
Katie Donkor - Chair of Governors

Katie Donkor (born Kate) is the Chair of Governors at Lilian Baylis Technology School. She is a proud Lambeth resident of
Ghanaian origin who attended Corpus Christi RC Primary school in Brixton, followed by Bishop Thomas Grant School in
Streatham. Katie studied an undergraduate Media Studies Management course, graduated at the University of Hertfordshire
and has a Master’s degree in Computing in Education from King’s College, London.

She is a primary trained teacher who teaches computing and digital learning at an independent school, having worked in both
the maintained and independent school sector for ten years. Her interests include providing opportunities to support young
people to ensure equality for all, as well as Education Technology and promoting a love for learning.

Trevor Grant  - Vice Chair of Governors / Local Authority Governor

Trevor is from Scotland and went to school and University there. He graduated  as a chemical engineer and spent the first part
of his career working for AstraZeneca in drug development. Then for KMPG and in the City of London and New Zealand as a
management consultant and project manager. He became a teacher in 2009 and since then he has worked at of London’s
largest state schools and sixth form where he leads STEM across the school.  He has lived locally to LBTS for over 20 years
and is passionate about the transformative power of education on children’s lives.  Also, how schools can provide a high quality
environment in and outside of the classroom where students thrive and are prepared to succeed in the wider world.

Amber Noel - Parent Governor

Amber Noel joined the Governing Body in November 2021.  She currently works at Future Care Capital in Westminster, with
more than 10 years’ experience in the private and public sector. She is also a Parent Governor for a primary school in
Westminster. Amber wanted to be a governor at LBTS as she loves the school and wants to support the staff and
management to achieve their aims.  Her son joined LBTS in September 2021 and loves it, and she views being able to
support his education as a real privilege.



Chris Ogunlana - Co-opted Governor

Chris joined the school as a co-opted governor in 2020 due to his belief that he should use his skills within the local community
that he lives. He is currently the vice-chair of the finance committee; his experience within the financial sector means he brings
financial analysis and business acumen. Chris’ main aim is to bring a fresh perspective to the governing board, and in turn,
enhance the outcome of every student possible.

Esther Akinwolemiwa - Co-opted Governor

Esther is a former student of LBTS (graduated 2005) and currently works within the financial sector. She studied Economics,
Statistics and Mathematics at Queen Mary University of London, and obtained a Masters in Business Administration  from ESCP
(French business school). She is passionate about social entrepreneurship and youth development.

Teresa Clay - Co-opted Governor

Teresa Clay is a civil servant who has led national policy within transport, housing, fire, and local government. She is committed
to working for better futures for Lambeth young people, since 2003 as governor and since 2013 as governor and Chair of the
Walcot Foundation, which supports Lambeth schools and organisations to help local people mainly under 30 into education and
employment.



Sarah Coombes - Co-opted Governor

Sarah went to a comprehensive school in North West London and then studied History and Politics at Oxford University.
Having worked for the Labour Party for five years, Sarah now works as a Senior Adviser to the Mayor of London, including
on areas such as transport, crime, housing and opportunities for young people.

Sarah is on the Curriculum committee and is the link Governor for LBTS5.

Maria Peries - Co-opted Governor

Maria was born in Portugal and came to England to study when she was 20 years old. Her two children were born in London
and studied Portuguese after school. She has a Masters Degree in Management Studies from Kingston University and currently
works at St George’s hospital as Transformation Manager. At present she is supporting the Covid Vaccine Clinic and for the
Covid Medicines Delivery Unit projects.

LBTS invited Maria to become a governor in May 2008 following a recommendation from her son’s teacher.

Maria is the chair of the Governors’ Welfare Committee

Olola Elias - Co-opted Governor

Olola Elias is a senior project manager leading on the delivery of software to some of the world's largest law firms. Prior to her
project management career, she was a mathematics teacher at a secondary school in Westminster. As a child she attended
Henry Fawcett Primary School and has lived locally to LBTS for over 20 years. She took the opportunity of becoming a governor
at LBTS as ever since graduating from the University of Exeter with an Economics & Politics degree over a decade ago.  Olola
has been motivated to ensure students that look like, come from similar backgrounds and live in similar neighbourhoods to her,
receive a quality education that will increase their chances of success. She is passionate about connecting students to
opportunities, girls taking up sport & ensuring students are exposed to a curriculum that provides breadth & depth.



Rachel Huggins - Co-opted Governor

Rachel Huggins has worked in education for 17 years and still believes it is very rewarding!
As an active recording artist, she is able to transfer relevant experience of the music industry to her students, enabling them to
perform and compose to high standards.

As a educator she is always in pursuit of developing child centred teaching and learning practice. Moreover, as a parent she have
a vested interest in the education system and how it impacts families and their experiences of institutions.
Rachel is very proud to be a governor and advocate for the LBTS community, and is the link governor for Creative Arts at LBTS.

Martha Da Costa-Sherwood - Co-opted Governor

Martha is passionate about all things to do with education and personal development. She is an expert in her field with
over 15 years’ experience in Education, Leadership, Mentoring and Coaching, and Training and Development. A firm
believer in infinite possibilities, Martha is on a mission to help transform the lives of those that she serves.



- Co-opted GovernorJonathan Young

Jonathan has more than 30 years’ experience in Information Technology, working mainly for investment banks in the
City of London. Today, as Group CIO of FDM Group, Jonathan works daily to help launch the technology careers of
young people around the world, many of whom come from underprivileged backgrounds.
Passionate about education, Jonathan serves in the industry advisory boards of three UK universities’ Computer
Science departments, including one in South London. Supervised by Sue Black OBE, at Durham university, Jonathan is
studying for a PhD in applying artificial intelligence to increase diversity and equity in technology careers.
Jonathan is a Fellow of the British Computing Society, a Fellow of the Chartered Management Institute and a member of
the Worshipful Company of Information Technologists, a City of London Livery Company.

Elisa Lakhan-Hector - Co-opted Governor

Elisa has over 20 years’ experience in the Technology and Digital world and her passion is to ensure technology is
delivered in a way that improve the lives of others. Being the only female, in a class of 98 students, reading Computer
Science at university, she has a vested interest in seeing more women in senior technology roles. This has to start at a
grass root level where all students  are exposed to different opportunities that can broaden their frame of reference.
She believes if she is able to motivate and inspire just one student to see ‘the art of the possible’ then she has
achieved a lot. Elisa strongly believes LBTS is a school that can provide such opportunities and is happy to be a
catalyst for change.

Jack Morley - Co-opted Governor

Jack is a qualified corporate solicitor with extensive experience in corporate, commercial and regulatory matters. He
studied Law at the University of Southampton before completing his Legal Practice Course at the University of Law.
Upon qualification, Jack entered private practise specialising in the charity and technology sectors, before moving to
the University of Law as in-house Legal Counsel where he also took on the additional role of Visiting Lecturer. He
continued his career at a sports media company before moving to his current role as in-house Legal Counsel working
in TV content at the BBC. Born in Birmingham, he moved to London in 2021 and has been a co-opted governor at
LBTS since February 2023.

mailto:jonathan.young@fdmgroup.com

